Hockering Parish Council

Chairman: Parish Clerk
J Blackwell Margaret Ridgwell
Tel: 07808 927910 Tel: 01603 871636
e-mail: jonty.blackwell@hockering-pc.gov.uk e-mail: clerk@hockering-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10 March 2026 at the Village Hall,
Hockering.

Clirs Present at the Meeting: J Blackwell (Chair), G Bambridge, B Higgins, P McIntee and R Neave
Also Present:, Parish Clerk and 3 residents.

Welcome. To receive apologies for absence — There were no apologies.
To receive any declarations of interest — There were no declarations of interest.

To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 10 February — having previously
been circulated to all councillors, Clir Higgins proposed, and Clir McIntee seconded that the Minutes be
approved and signed. All agreed.

To receive County/District Councillor reports — County ClIr Borrett's full report is attached to these
minutes, but in brief he mentioned Highways, Elections, the NCC Budget, Rural Business Awards,
Hospitality Grants, and Water Safety. District Clir Bambridge spoke about the draft Breckland Local Plan
which is now published but will be confirmed later in the year following consultation. Any residents can
view the plan and put forward their views on the Breckland website. Local elections are now going ahead
on the 7*" May. The decision from Central Government on Local Government Reorganisation should be
announced later this month so plans for the future can then be made. The Mayoral election will now take
place next year. He also mentioned that Breckland have the lowest council tax rate in England.

To receive updates from:

a) Village Hall - Renovation work is now complete and the Village Hall are now looking at the possibility
of providing additional parking behind the Hall.

b) Village Church — A new vicar has been appointed, Rev. Kirsty Long, and she begins her role in mid
April. New lights have been fitted in the Church paid for by the Trustees, but no more renovations
will be carried out in the near future. The next Coffee Mornings is on the 215t March.

C) Future of Playground - It was agreed that the present site is unsuitable, particularly if more houses
are built in Hockering, so the playground will remain closed for safety reasons.

d) Primary School/Friends of Hockering Primary School — the Friends of Hockering School are
busy preparing an Easter raffle and egg hunt at the school, together with events for Mothers’ and
Fathers’ Days. A Summer Fete is planned for the 23 August although the location has not yet been
finalized. The main focus this year is to replace the wooden pavilion to form an outdoor classroom
and provide shade during the summer. The Friends committee had considered whether they could
take on the task of producing a Village Newsletter, but regretted that they didn‘t have the time.

e) Playing Field — Clir McIntee reported that he had attended councillor training earlier that day in
which he learnt that Community Action Norfolk have specialists who would be willing to help liaise
with the Charity Commission and the PC, together with residents of Hockering, in setting up a new
Playing Field Association to run the Playing Field. The cost would be a one-year membership fee of
£50. This expenditure was proposed by Clir Blackwell and seconded by Clir Bambridge. These
councillors also proposed that Clir McIntee act as the representative of the Parish Council and liaise
with all parties to arrange an Extraordinary Meeting for residents to put forward their views and offers
of support for a revitalized Hockering Playing Field Association. All were in agreement with these
proposals. A date for this meeting was proposed for Thursday 30™" April at 7.30pm in the village hall
and this will be advertised locally. It was agreed that it was important to set up a team who would
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run the playing field responsibly, correctly and transparently, and who would plan for the future of
the playing field.

f) Community Speedwatch Group - the paperwork to register 8 residents as part of this group has
been sent to the Police and the training of volunteers and issuing of equipment will take place soon.
8 sites for speed checking were discussed with the Police and 3 were approved at the moment. Speed
checking should start shortly. The Chairman thanked the Speedwatch Group for their time and
support.

g) Village Maintenance — Clir Higgins expressed concern that vehicles are being parked on the grass
verges outside properties which will damage the grass and make grass-cutting and maintenance
difficult in the summer. The PC will repair and reseed the damaged areas before grasscutting
commences and consider more permanent bollards if needed. A resident suggested that planters
could be used to enhance the area and prevent further damage.

Open Forum for Public Participation — A resident asked if it would be possible to provide more benches
around the village for the use of residents. One site proposed was on the grass near the bus stop, or on
the way to the Church. This will be considered at a later date.

To consider dates for First Aid/Defib training — A number of dates in April and May will be put
forward to the East Anglian Air Ambulance service to see if they are able to provide training in First Aid
and using a defibrillator.

Hockering Village Newsletter - The matter of editing, designing, printing and distributing a Newsletter
for Hockering will be considered at the next meeting and raised at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Highway and Footpath Matters -

a) The date for rubbish clearing and cleaning of the brook in the village has been advertised as
Saturday, 21 March meeting at the Village Hall at 9.00am. Helpers will not be able to use the Village
Hall as it has been hired by the Church for their coffee morning. Clir Blackwell has arranged for
equipment to be available and for rubbish to be collected by Breckland Council later.

b) Purchase of Additional Dog Bins — New dog bins and fixings will be purchased and fitted at three
sites adjacent to footpaths in the village.

C) Galliford Try have said that owing to the prolonged wet weather over recent weeks, their work has
been delayed and the planned closure of the A47 on the 20t"-23 March has now been cancelled.
The new Wood Lane entry and A47 weekend closure is now planned for the 24—27% April. There
will also be traffic-light controlled lane closures on the A47 during the day on the 28" and 29
March.

Correspondence for circulation — Any correspondence received requiring attention has been discussed
under the appropriate agenda heading. All other correspondence had been circulated to councillors and
dealt with as required.

Planning Matters —

a) A planning application was received from Norfolk County Council on Monday 9" March to amend
planning permission C/3/2017/3002 conditions 2, 3, 8 and 9 to allow HGVs to leave the site between
06.00 and 07.00 Mondays to Saturdays. After discussion the PC agreed to comment as follows:
“Hockering Parish Council have no objections to this application but wish to express that they
understand that the properties close to the plant could be seriously disturbed by the additional traffic
noise.”
Planning application No. PL/2026/0272/HOU. 75 Heath Road, Hockering, NR20 3JA. 2-storey side
extension was received. Councillors agreed that they had no objections to this application.

b) No Planning Decisions had been received since the last meeting.

Finance & Governance Matters

a) To approve the following payments for February and note Bank Balance - payments listed below
were approved by all following a proposal by Clir Higgins, seconded by Clir Bambridge.
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DECEMBER PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: THE CO-OPERATIVE BANK COMMUNITY ACCOUNT
BALANCE AS AT 31.12.25 £21,380.06
PAY TYPE PAYEE DESCRIPTION ACTUAL VAT
AMOUNT
BACS M Ridgwell Clerk Feb salary and allowances £310.20
BACS HMRC PAYE, Period 11 73.40
BACS CAN Annual membership 50.00
Total 433.60
BALANCE C/FWD 12.01.26 £20,946.46

13. To receive any new items for the next agenda — To progress and receive updates on matters raised above.
To arrange details for the Annual Parish Meeting on the 12™ May, 2026 and the Annual Parish Council meeting
on the 19" May, 2026.

14. To note date of the next Parish Council meeting —, The next Parish Council Meeting will be on the
14th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm

Clir BILL BORRETT
Parish Report for the ElImham and Mattishall Division
March 2026

Welcome, there is much to report from Potholes, Rural Business Awards to
Elections:

Highways

I have had reports from Villages all over the Division about the state of the rural roads. You know
what they are like in your parish, but some of the worst hit are those near the A47 Dualling Works.
They are suffering large volumes of diverted traffic (especially HGVs) from Lyng to the north and
North Tuddenham to the south.

I have met with the Highways Department, including the Director of Highways for the whole of
Norfolk, and shown them some of the worst affected areas. I am told that the wet weather has
made it impossible to do permanent patching. However, I am very keen to agree a plan that
alleviates the current problems for villages together with some proper solutions for later in the year.

On/Off Elections finally back on for 7t" May

I am really pleased to announce that the Elections for all 84 divisions of Norfolk County Council will
now go ahead on 7t" May, following a huge amount of pressure on the Labour Government who had
decided that they were going to cancel them. I have been very strident in my opinion that they needed
to go ahead. The principle of democracy is much more important than the domestic projects of the
Labour Party.

I have always spoken up for the Parishes of the Division above Party Politics, and this principle is no
different.

(Further details of the Government’s decision can be found in its published statement on the
postponement of local elections in England in May 2026).

Norfolk County Council delivers balanced and responsible budget for 2026—-27
Providing Value for your Council tax is vitally important and in February Norfolk County Council
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approved a balanced £613.8m budget for 2026—-27, demonstrating strong financial leadership and
prudent management in what remains one of the toughest funding climates in decades, despite the
Government cutting the Rural Services Delivery Grant for Rural Areas like Norfolk.
County Council has once again delivered stability and certainty for residents, setting a balanced
financial position while identifying £42.3 million in savings and efficiencies and committing £76.3 million
in targeted investment to protect vital services and strengthen Norfolk’s economy.
Despite significant national financial pressures and ongoing constraints in central government funding,
Norfolk’s Conservative administration has ensured the county remains on a firm financial footing,
without resorting to emergency measures. This stands in stark contrast to a growing number of upper-
tier authorities across the country that have issued Section 114 notices or are facing effective
bankruptcy.
The budget enables the council to continue:

e Protecting frontline services

o Investing heavily in adults and children’s services

o Delivering new libraries and modern learning hubs in key towns

e Supporting for heritage, culture, and tourism

e Driving transformative reforms to improve efficiency and outcomes
e Backing economic growth and infrastructure

» Maintaining long-term financially sustainability

Councillors also agreed a 4.9% council tax increase, in line with national funding assumptions and the
continued reliance on local taxation to safeguard core services. Norfolk Conservatives have been clear
that this decision reflects the financial realities facing councils nationwide, while ensuring essential
services remain protected for Norfolk residents.

Norfolk County Council invests in community led highway improvements across the
county (The Parish Partnership Scheme)
Norfolk County Council has reaffirmed its commitment to supporting local Parishes with the approval
of 99 new highway improvement schemes for 2026-27, delivered in partnership with town and parish
councils across Norfolk.
The Parish Partnership Scheme, now entering its fifteenth year, gives Parishes a voice in shaping the
highways enhancements that matter most to them, whether that's improving pedestrian safety,
slowing vehicle speeds, or making it easier to walk, cycle or access local services.
This year's programme represents a total investment of £769,034, made possible through the
longstanding 50/50 funding model. Town and parish councils will collectively contribute £384,517,
matched by £384,517 from Norfolk County Council, enabling more than twice as many small-scale
schemes to be delivered than could be funded by the council alone.
In total local councils submitted 99 bids for 2026/27 and all were approved as viable schemes after
being carefully assessed against value for money, community outcomes, safety benefits and
compliance.
The programme will deliver across the county from Ashill and Attleborough to Wymondham and
Weybourne and include;

o 68 small highway improvements - such as village gateways, new trods, signage,

surfacing, benches, and access improvements

o 31 vehicle activated speed sign (VAS/SAM2) projects, helping encourage safer speeds
through villages and towns. The County Council has stepped in to fully support this part of
the programme following the withdrawal of previous funding from the Safety Camera
Partnership

The full report including a list of all 99 schemes can be found from page 788 in the cabinet papers
online.

Norfolk County Council launches the 2026 Rural Business Awards
Please nominate any local business that you think should be considered. (Details below).
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Norfolk County Council is once again shining a spotlight on the county’s outstanding rural enterprise
as nominations open for the prestigious Norfolk Rural Business Awards 2026.
From pioneering food and drink producers to forward-thinking farming innovators and dedicated
community champions, the awards celebrate the very best of rural Norfolk. Businesses, individuals and
organisations are invited to apply across nine categories, with finalists honoured at a special ceremony
during the Royal Norfolk Show in June.
Now firmly established as a highlight of Norfolk’s business calendar, the 2026 awards were officially
launched on 10" February at the Norfolk Farming Conference, underlining the council’s ongoing
commitment to supporting and championing the rural economy.
Delivered by Norfolk County Council in partnership with the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association, the
awards recognise excellence, innovation and resilience across the county’s diverse rural sectors. The
council continues to work closely with partners and sponsors to ensure rural businesses receive the
recognition they deserve.
Each category will be judged by a specialist panel, who will review applications and follow up with
shortlisted nominees before selecting the winners. The closing date for entries is Tuesday 21 April.
Winners will receive a trophy and certificate, as well as the opportunity to use Norfolk Rural Business
Awards branding in their promotions, a mark of excellence backed by Norfolk County Council.
The categories are:

e Best Rural Community Initiative - sponsored by Pearn Wyatt Transport Ltd

o Best Rural Innovation in Practice - sponsored by Birketts

e Best Food and Drink Producer - sponsored by Fountain Fresh Imports

e Norfolk's 'Unsung Hero' - sponsored by Poultec

e Best Food and Farming Champion - sponsored by CLG Norfolk

e Best Emerging Talent - sponsored by PlantGrow

e Best Rural Tourism Attraction - sponsored by Thursford

e Best Woman in Agriculture - sponsored by Lovewell Blake

e Best Rural Business - sponsored by New Anglia Growth Hub

Find out how to apply by visiting:
www.norfolk.gov.uk/business/norfolk-rural-business-awards.

Norfolk County Council back hospitality with £250,000 support programme

Norfolk County Council is delivering targeted support for the county’s vital hospitality sector, launching
a £250,000 package at the Norfolk Market Towns Conference as part of a wider £1m investment in
high streets.

More than 120 retailers and organisations gathered at Thursford to shape the future of Norfolk’s
market towns, highlighting the council’s proactive, partnership-led approach to supporting local
businesses.

Building on the success of the council’s High Streets Matter initiative, the new programme will offer
bespoke training for pubs, restaurants, hotels and independent retailers. Businesses can access
practical workshops, both in-person and online, covering marketing, bookings, menu development and
staffing, alongside business improvement grants of up to £1,000.

A further High Growth Programme will support 24 ambitious businesses with specialist advice and
grants of up to £2,500 to help grow the next retail and hospitality success stories.

Additional Love Your Market Town grants will help businesses boost civic pride, increase footfall and
celebrate what makes their town unique, while Retail Excellence courses are also available for non-
hospitality high street businesses.

This investment underlines Norfolk Conservatives” commitment to backing local enterprise,
strengthening market towns and ensuring Norfolk’s high streets remain vibrant, resilient and ready to
thrive.

Boost for water safety as new rescue boats arrive
Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service has taken delivery of six new Zodiac Milpro ERB400 rescue boats to
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strengthen its response to water emergencies across the county.

The boats will support rescues on inland waterways and the Broads, as well as assist during major
flooding incidents. They will replace ageing vessels at King’s Lynn, Great Yarmouth, Dereham and
Carrow fire stations, with an additional boat based at the Training and Development Centre in
Bowthorpe to enhance in-house training.

Crews will complete familiarisation training before the new fleet becomes fully operational. The
investment modernises equipment that was more than 18 years old, ensuring firefighters are equipped
to respond quickly and safely.

Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service will continue working with partners through the county’s Water Safety
Forum to educate the public about staying safe around water. In any coastal emergency, residents
should call 999 and ask for HM Coastguard.

Thank you for your interest. If you have any queries. Please do not hesitate to
contact me on bill.borrett.clir@norfolk.gov.uk or bill.borrett@hotmail.co.uk

With my best wishes
Bill

BILL BORRETT
Member for the EImham and Mattishall Division
Norfolk County Council
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